CURRICULUM & TOOLS

9th-12th Grade

Broadcast Industry + Technological Evolution
= Societal Disruption

Broadcast Industry+Technological Evolution
=Societal Disruption
This high-school lesson plan has been developed to help students improve media
literacy by looking at how the media has evolved over time due to the advent of
new technologies.
From radio to television to digital broadcasting and streaming, the media recreates
itself and others have to follow. One place where the disruption is evident is
presidential elections as candidates and their supporting staffs have had to
navigate quickly the changes in broadcasting in the last 100 years. Students will
look at the ripple effect that results in disruption of the norm in various industries.
Students will read at least two articles on the media’s origins and its evolution.
Students will also look at the specific changes to create an outline of the history of
evolution/disruptions. Students will then use critical thinking to come to their own
conclusions about how media affects different industries and which ones are most
impacted.
The readings and activities in this lesson focus on historical shifts in the media and
offer a brief discussion on the future of media disruption. Students can read, view
and listen to how media has changed over time, and highly proficient students
have the option to look further into the future and find out how the media predicts
disruption to come. The assessments in this lesson encourage students to engage in
freethinking, and real-world application.
The first assessment is an exit slip in which students predict the next media
disruption and back that prediction up using complete sentences. The homework
assignment for this lesson asks students to interview an adult on how media
disruption affects (or has affected) their life and how it affects their daily
news-consuming habits as well. Students can see the real-world applications of
this lesson by completing this assignment. An alternative assignment has been
provided if needed.
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SUMMARY
This learning module presents how media has shifted over time, and asks students
to organize their thoughts on those shifts in the form of a graphic organizer. The
module then leads students into free thinking on what other aspects of life are
affected by these disruptions. Finally, students will connect their findings in this
lesson to real life by interviewing an adult about media disruption.

MATERIALS NEEDED
Teacher

Student

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Computers/tablets for reading/viewing
Access to website
Headphones if choosing video research

•

Worksheets/handouts

Teacher Computer/tablet
Projector
Access to website
Worksheets and answer key
Handouts

Standards
D2.HIS.14.9-12.
Analyze multiple and complex causes and effects of events in the past
D2.HIS.6.9-12.
Analyze the ways in which the perspectives of those writing history shaped the
history that they produced.
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES
•

Given readings and direction, the students will be able to complete an outline of
the changes in media as it relates to certain industries by filling in at least two
sections of a pre-made outline as part of the class discussion.

•

Given an outline of media disruption, the students will be able to identify which
industries would be affected by each change in the media by coming up with
at least two industries affected by each shift in media and how each industry is
affected.

•

Given new knowledge gained through this lesson, the students will be able to
come up with at least five interview questions and they will be able to carry out
that interview with someone who experienced media disruptions in their lifetime.

•

Given information on media disruption and time to discuss as a class, the
students will be able to forecast what the future of media will look like.

Teacher

Student

Minutes

Day 1: Teacher introduces
the essential question for this
lesson, “How does a change
in the media industry affect
your day-to-day life?”
Use projector to show
students a short, five minute
video on media disruption.

Students are listening,
watching.

6 Minutes
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Teacher

Student

Minutes

Initiate class discussion:
Ask students the following
questions and ask for them
to answer out loud before
beginning the activity:
1. What do you think the
earliest form of news media
was?
2. What new kind of media
would have come along to
disrupt that?
3. How do you think day-today life might have changed
as a result of that disruption?
What other industries might
be affected by this shift in
news media?

Students are discussing
as a class.

5 Minutes

Direct students to the
article on early journalism
(link in the resource guide).
Read this together as a class.

Students are reading, taking
turns or listening to teacher
reading.

10 Minutes

Share the worksheet titled
“Outlining Disruption in the
Media Industry” and go over
it with students, explaining
that each box on the left
should be filled in while they
read, but to leave right-hand
boxes empty for now. Fill out
the first two boxes for “Earliest
Media” and Disruption 1”
together based on the early
media article.

Students are listening, filling
out “Earliest Media,” and
“Disruption 1” boxes.

5 Minutes
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Teacher

Student

Minutes

Next, have students read the
article on media disruption
(link in bottom of this lesson)
either individually or in
groups. Students should be
filling in the left side of the
outline as they read to help
them organize their thoughts.

Students reading, filling in
left side of outline worksheet

10 Minutes

Go through the outline with
students. Project the outline
on the screen or write it out
on the board for the class
to check their answers. You
may want to do this as a
class. (Key is on second page
of worksheet)

Students are checking their
answers with the teacher.

5 Minutes

If you have not already,
divide students into four
groups. Assign each group a
president: Theodore Roosevelt,
Franklin Roosevelt, Harry
Truman or Barack Obama.
Instruct students to read/
watch/looking over as many
of the materials included here
regarding their president.

Students are getting into
groups, reading, watching,
or perusing materials on
their assigned president.

15 Minutes
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Teacher

Student

Minutes

At the end of the 10 minutes,
direct students to the second
page of the worksheet. They
are to answer the three
questions on their president
based on the articles, audio
files, or videos about him.
Suggested answers are
provided in the key, be sure
to direct students to use
their freethinking to answer
question three.

Students are writing,
answering questions.

5 minutes

Bring the class back together Students are discussing
and discuss what each group as a class.
wrote down about each
president. Be sure to ask them
to explain their answers.

5 minutes

Next, in their groups, have
them work on the right
side of the worksheet,
“Industries Affected.” They
are to brainstorm ideas as to
what other industries might
be affected by each shift in
media. Each student should
write down at least two
industries affected by each
shift. Tell students they do
not need to write out their
answers in full sentences, but
be prepared to discuss their
answers with the class.

5-10 minutes

Students are working in
groups, filling out right
side of the worksheet
in preparation for class
discussion.
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Teacher

Student

Minutes

Now, have a class discussion
about what industries the
students wrote down. Ask
them to explain why the
industries they wrote down
would be affected by this
disruption of the media
industry. (Answers in Key
are suggestions, but students
may come up with different
answers).
Ask your students: What
disruptions in the media do
you think Donald Trump is
dealing with? What about
future presidents?

Students are discussing.

5 -10 minutes

Hand out the assignment
sheets – interviewing an
adult about media disruption.
Tell students they should
interview parents, guardians,
neighbors, or teachers for
this assignment. (It would
be beneficial to have some
teachers agree to be interview
subjects beforehand.)

Students are writing down
and completing assignment
for homework within the
teacher-specified
time frame.

Homework

If students cannot complete
the assignment, or an adult
cannot be found for them to
interview, they may complete
the alternate assignment are
on the next page. Handouts
for that alternate assignment
are on the second page of the
assignment sheet handout
document.

Students are writing down
and completing assignment
for homework within the
teacher-specified
time frame.

Homework
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Teacher

Student

Minutes

Five minutes before the end
of the class, hand out the exit
slips, which ask students to
predict the next disruption to
the media industry. Tell them
to defend their answer in at
least two sentences.

Students are writing, filling
out exit slip.

5 minutes

Day 2: Students hand in
homework assignments to
teacher for a grade.

Students are handing in
homework.

2-3 minutes

Assessments
Exit Slip

After the lesson is completed, about 5 minutes prior
to the end of class, the teacher will distribute copies
of the exit slip and instruct student to write two to
four sentences on what he or she thinks the future
of media will look like: Will it be virtual reality,
streaming news shows, or something else entirely?
There are no wrong answers, but students should
think their predictions through.

Interview & Write Up

Students will be given an option to interview an
adult about media disruption. They will be given
two interview questions and must come up with
three more to find out from a friend or family
member what media disruption can affect. Students
will synthesize their findings from this interview in a
one-page paper.

Alternate assignment –
Prediction proposal
(for those who cannot do
interview)

For those students who simply cannot find an adult
to interview, they can do a three-paragraph writeup of their prediction for the next disruption in the
media. This will predict how this disruption or new
technology will change media and how it will affect
at least two other industries.
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Adaptations or Accommodations needed
Learners

Adaptations/Accommodations

Highly Proficient

The assignments leave room for highly proficient
students to go above and beyond, if they would
like. For example, the outline includes optional
extra lines for more answers, and for highly
proficient students, there is a supplemental
reading to help them reach a higher level of
thinking on this topic.
NOTE: Presidential reading materials are divided
by difficulty of readings: Theodore Roosevelt’s
materials are the most difficult, so those students
needing more of a challenge should be placed in
that group.

ELL

Students have the option to work in pairs to get
help on difficult topics or words. Additionally,
students can use the computers or iPads needed
for this lesson to help them translate words that
can be confusing. Teacher will be on hand to help
explain any difficult concepts.
Presidential reading materials are divided
by difficulty of readings: Franklin Roosevelt’s
materials are moderately difficult, Harry Truman’s
are easy, Barack Obama’s are easy, and mostly
viewed or easily read. Teacher can place students
into the group that they can most easily
succeed in.

Struggling Learners

Students have the option to work in pairs to get
help on difficult topics or words. Additionally,
students can use the computers or iPads needed
for this lesson to help them look up words that
can be confusing. Teacher will be on hand to help
explain any difficult concepts.
Presidential reading materials are divided
by difficulty of readings: Franklin Roosevelt’s
materials are moderately difficult, Harry Truman’s
are easy, Barack Obama’s are easy, and mostly
viewed or easily read. Teacher can place students
into the group that they can most easily
succeed in.
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Resources
GENERAL ARTICLES:
•
•
•

Video for introductory activity.
Article on the evolution of journalism.
Article on media disruption.

PRESIDENT THEODORE ROOSEVELT:
•

Please note that the articles on President Theodore Roosevelt and President
Franklin Roosevelt are attached below.

PRESIDENT FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT:
•
•
•

Articles attached below.
President Roosevelt’s first “Fireside Chat” audio.
President Roosevelt’s World War II “Fireside Chat” audio.

PRESIDENT HARRY TRUMAN:
•
•

Article on first televised speech.
President Truman’s televised speech.

PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA:
•
•
•

President-elect Obama’s acceptance speech.
President Obama’s archived Twitter account.
Huffington Post article on the reelection of President Obama.

SUPPLEMENTAL READING FOR STUDENTS
WHO HAVE EXTRA TIME ON THEIR HANDS:
•

Social media disruption.
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The Great Debates
The history of voting rights
franklin roosevelt - news print examples
PRESIDENTIAL POLL

Wall Street Journal (1923 - Current file); Sep 17, 1932;
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Wall Street Journal
pg. 8

FLOOD OF TELEGRAMS AT ROOSEVELT HOME: Relief of Friends Over His Escape Is Shown in Many Telephon...
New York Times (1923-Current file); Feb 17, 1933; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The New York Times
pg. 3

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

WEEK'S OUTSTANDING BROADCASTS

New York Times (1923-Current file); Sep 11, 1932; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The New York Times
pg. XX8

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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The Great Debates
The history of voting rights
theodore roosevelt - news print examples
COL. ROOSEVELT'S BUSY DAY.: Vice President Held Three Receptions in the Oranges.
New York Times (1857-1922); Jul 2, 1901; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The New York Times
pg. 2

MR. THEODORE ROOSEVELT: Varied Career of the Next President of the ...

New York Times (1857-1922); Sep 14, 1901; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The New York Times
pg. 2

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Roosevelt Goes to Washington To-day.

New York Times (1857-1922); Mar 2, 1901; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The New York Times
pg. 1

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Mr. Roosevelt on a Coyote Hunt.

New York Times (1857-1922); Aug 6, 1901; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The New York Times
pg. 6

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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The Great Debates
The history of voting rights
theodore roosevel - news print examples cont.
MR. ROOSEVELT IS NOW THE PRESIDENT: Will Continue Unbroken the Policy ...
Special to The New York Times.
New York Times (1857-1922); Sep 15, 1901; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The New York Times
pg. 1

PRESIDENTIAL POLITICS.: Roosevelt's Nomination Now Conceded by Everyone.
Wall Street Journal (1889-1922); Feb 24, 1904;
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Wall Street Journal
pg. 2

THE GREATEST OF PROBLEMS.

Wall Street Journal (1889-1922); Nov 19, 1903;
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Wall Street Journal
pg. 1

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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The Great Debates
The history of voting rights
HOMEWORK - teacher’s key
Name:

Class Period:

The Three Branches of the U.S. Government and TV
Directions: Please fill out every box as you research each branch of
government. You do not need to write in full sentences, but be prepared to
discuss your answers with the class.
TITLE:

Is this person’s
speech governed
by a set of rules?
Circle one

Is this person
Is this person on
heavily televised? television every
time he or she
works? (Does
C-Span televise
this person’s job?)

Does television
coverage of this
person affect his
or her discourse?
Explain your
answer.

President

Yes

Yes

No

No

Yes, because the
president has
to remember to
maintain his image as
well as his policies.

Yes, social media,
radio advertising, and
newspaper interviews
are still relevant to
the conversation.

Yes

Yes

No

No

Yes, because senators
are more well-known
than representatives,
so they have to think of
their image on television
when doing their work.

Yes, social media,
internet news, etc.

U.S.
Representative

Yes

Yes

No

No

Both yes and no
answers acceptable
with an explanation.

Yes, social media,
internet news, etc.

U.S. Supreme
Court Justice

Yes

Yes

No

No

Both yes and no
answers acceptable
with an explanation.

Yes, social media,
internet news, etc.

U.S. Senator

THE GREAT DEBATES curriculum | 14
Museum of Broadcast Communications | 360 N. State Street | Chicago, IL 60654 | Greatdebates.org

The Great Debates
Broadcast Industry+Technological Evolution
=Societal Disruption
HOMEWORK - teacher’s key
Name:

Class Period:

Outlining Disruption in the Media Industry
Directions: Please fill out at least three media disruptions and at least two
industries affected by each shift in media. You may use the articles to help
you find your answers, or your own ideas. You do not need to write in full
sentences, but be prepared to discuss your answers with the class.

Earliest Media:

Industries Affected:

Newspapers, circulars, or News magazines

• Printing
• Advertising
• Education (Colleges)
• Politics

Disruption 1:

Industries Affected:

Radio

• Advertising
• Music
• Entertainment
• Politics (FDR’s “Fireside Chats”)

Disruption 2:

Industries Affected:

TV

Disruption 3:

• Entertainment
• Advertising
• Politics

Industries Affected:

Internet

• Advertising
• Retail Industry - online shopping
• Health care - e-visits, scheduling
• Mail - email

Disruption 4: (optional)

Industries Affected:

Social Media, Virtual Reality,
Streaming Services, etc.

• Entertainment
• Advertising
• Psychology - new studies related to
screen time
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The Great Debates
Broadcast Industry+Technological Evolution
=Societal Disruption
HOMEWORK - teacher’s key
Name:

Class Period:

Outlining Disruption in the Media Industry
President Theodore Roosevelt Group:

President Harry Truman group:

2. Why do you say this?
The news coverage of him was all printed in
newspapers

2. Why do you say this?
The news coverage of Harry Truman included
his speeches on TV, which had not happened
before.

1. What was the media disruption 		
that occurred during this president’s
time in office?
Newspapers (No Disruption)

3. How did this president’s work change 		
because of this disruption?
He had to keep his reputation in mind,
but only around reporters.

1. What was the media disruption 		
that occurred during this president’s
time in office?
Radio > TV

3. How did this president’s work change 		
because of this disruption?
Now he has to sound presidential on the radio
as well as look presidential on TV.

President Franklin Roosevelt Group:

President Barack Obama group:

2. Why do you say this?
There are newspaper articles of Franklin
Roosevelt and radio programs later on.

2. Why do you say this?
Because social media and internet became
more popular, as you can see by Obama’s
Twitter profile and the articles on online news
sites.

1. What was the media disruption 		
that occurred during this president’s
time in office?
Newspapers > Radio

3. How did this president’s work change 		
because of this disruption?
Roosevelt had to go from giving news
interviews to thinking about how he could
sound good on radio

1. What was the media disruption 		
that occurred during this president’s
time in office?
TV > Internet

3. How did this president’s work change 		
because of this disruption?
Now, he is constantly watched by more news sources than just newspapers, radio,
and TV. More voices are coming to the forefront of the conversation, so Obama would
have more information to digest daily. Obama also has to deal with other countries
writing about him, as is evident by the Huffington Post article from London.
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